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Landan Johnson, 8, raises his 
arms in celebration of his win 
at the Belmont Shore Chocolate 
Festival pie eating contest. 
See story, page 6. 
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ONE STEP AT A TIME 


Elizabeth Ramos aims to inform runners about the importance of ID tags. 


Elizabeth Ramos is a 23-year-old senior who 
now walks with the help of a cane. 

Since being put in a medically induced coma 
after she was hit by a car, Ramos returned last 
semester to take one class. She is taking her last 
two classes this semester. 

Ramos, a senior nutrition major, was struck 
by a car on Bellflower Boulevard while jog- 
ging without identification on Feb. 4, 2013. She 
said it wasn’t until six weeks after the accident 
that she woke up for the first time in the hos- 
pital. 2 

Today, her recovery continues as she plans to 
host a fundraising campaign to give back to the 
Long Beach Memorial Acute Rehab Center. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


The fundraiser, which will take place on Feb. 
20 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in front of the Uni- 
versity Bookstore, is just as much about asking 
runners to wear ID tags as it is about giving 
back to those who helped Ramos. 


THE ACCIDENT 

After Ramos was struck, she remained un- 
identified for more than a day because she was 
not carrying any form of identification at the 
time of the accident. It wasn’t until the next day 


that her parents identified her. 

Ramos said she was put into a medically in- 
duced coma following the accident. 

“I know that my brain was swollen and 
bleeding just ‘cause my head hit the windshield 
so hard,” she said. i 

Ramos, who currently uses a cane to walk, 
also suffered a broken leg and arm when she 
was admitted to St. Mary Medical Center. 

When she began to talk again on March 11, 
2013, she-said her parents were overcome with 
joy. 

“T don’t think they wanted to tell me everything 


See Ramos, Page 2 
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Bright yellow ID tags are designed to help in 
emergency situations when victims are not 
able to identify themselves. 
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about how they were feeling,” she said. 

“They were there for 24 hours a day. 
Maybe they got four hours of sleep 
[each day] by the end. They were the 
best parents.” 

Ramos said that when she woke up 
for the first time, she thought she had 
broken her leg and did not remember 
being hit by a car. Her mother then gave 
her a summary of the events that led to 
her arriving at the hospital. 

“[My parents] didn’t really care how 
I came out, as long as I came out of the 
coma,” she said. 

In late April, Ramos had recovered 
enough to return home. 


ROAD TO RECOVERY 

Although it has been a little more 
than one year since the accident, Ramos 
said the time has passed quickly. 

“It’s been a quick year,” she said. “It’s 
been so fast that I don’t even know what 
happened.” 

She said it took some time adjusting 
to life outside of the hospital. 

“T had to learn how to eat again,” she 
said. 

In addition to relying on her cane 
to walk, Ramos must wear a brace on 
her left leg 24 hours a day. She said the 
only time she takes it off is to shower or 
swim, as one activity she does for fun is 
aqua aerobics. 

“T definitely take every day as a new 
day,” she said. “I can’t be thinking of the 
future. You never know what’s going to 
happen.” 


APPRECIATING LIFE 

Ramos said that she has learned to 
appreciate those around her more since 
the accident. 

She said she was thankful for the 
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Elizabeth Ramos, who was struck by a car while jogging on 
Bellflower Boulevard last year, holds a newly designed ID tag. 


many cards and letters she received 
while she was in the hospital. 

“T feel like I don’t want to complain 
anymore,” she said. “Don’t take for 
granted what you have. I hear a lot of 
people complaining. You’re lucky to 
be here — at least you can read and 
walk.” 

Ramos is taking two classes this se- 
mester. She is set to graduate in May 
and said she plans to take the Medical 
College Admission Test. 

Ramos said her two biggest goals 
are to go to medical school and run a 
marathon. 

“Maybe someone will take me [to 
medical school],” she said. “I’ve got a 
pretty good story.” 

Through her fundraiser for the Long 


Beach Memorial Acute Rehab Center, 
Ramos said she hopes to raise money 
for an institution that helped her during 
her recovery as well as to inform run- 
ners about the importance of wearing 
ID tags at all times. 

According to a flyer provided by Ra- 
mos, all of the proceeds for the fund- 
raiser will go towards purchasing new 
equipment for Long Beach Memorial. 
Each ID tag costs $2. 

Although she has put most of the ac- 
cident behind her, Ramos said it still 
comes to mind. 

“T still always think about it,’ she 
said. “I can’t do what I did before. I 
won’t be the same person as I was be- 
fore,’ she said. “That’s fine with me. 
Maybe I’m better.” 
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CSULB’s Bateman team 
intends on breaking 
Guinness World Record 


It has been 36 years 
since CSULB broke 
a Guinness World 
Record. 


By SEAN MOSELY 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


Cal State Long Beach’s Bateman 
Team is looking to break a Guinness 
World Record at Saturday’s basket- 
ball game against Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. 

The team aims to simultaneously 
pop about 700 party poppers at the 
game, thereby setting a world record. 
The current record of 536 party pop- 
pers popped is held by Westfield 
Academy in the U.K., according to the 
Guinness World Records website. 

The Bateman Team plans to have 
1,000 fans participate in the Pop- 
money Party Poppin’ Guinness World 
Record Event. If the team succeeds in 
breaking the record, it will be the first 
Guinness World Record set at CSULB 
since 1978, when the university broke 
the record for the largest submarine 
sandwich. 

“The people with Guinness [World 
Records] are very strict about the poli- 
cies for breaking the record, and we 
are taking every step possible to en- 
sure everything runs smoothly,” said 
Francisco Aguirre, a Bateman Team 
member and public relations major. 

If the team succeeds, they will 
also have a better chance at winning 
the Public Relations Student Society 
of America (PRSSA) Bateman Case 
Study Competition. 

For the competition, PRSSA — in 
partnership with Fiserv, Inc., a finan- 
cial services provider — challenges 
participants to implement a full public 
relations campaign that raises aware- 
ness of and gains users for Popmoney, 
a petsonal payment service, according 
to the PRSSA website. 

The first-place winner of the Bate- 
man competition will receive a trophy 
and $2,500, while the second-place 
winner will receive a plaque and 
$1,500. 

The CSULB Bateman Team is 
formed each year for the competition. 
The group of public relations students 


is formed through courses offered by 
the journalism and mass communi- 
cation department, and it includes a 
few members of CSULB’s chapter of 
PRSSA. 

For the competition, teams re- 
search and plan their campaigns from 
November to January and implement 
their campaign plans in February. All 
teams are then judged by members of 
PRSSA, the leading professional orga- 
nization in public relations, and other 
professionals in the industry. 

The CSULB Bateman Team’s at- 
tempt to break the party popper record 
is one facet of its campaign for Pop- 
money. Senior journalism and public 
relations major and Bateman Team 
member Mariana Vaca has also been 
dressing up as Popgirl, a mascot for 
Popmoney, to raise awareness of the 
service. 

Popgitl is part of the team’s 
“Where’s Popgirl?” Instagram con- 
test, which gives students a chance to 
win one of four $25 gift cards to Is- 
lands Restaurant. To enter the contest, 
students must find Popgirl on campus, 
take a creative picture with her and 
post it on Instagram with the hashtag 
#heypopgirl and tag the team’s Pay 
Like a Champion page. 

The team has also been hosting 
games, such as its most recent bubble- 
gum blowing contest. Students would 
challenge Popgirl during the contest, 
and the first to blow a five-inch bubble 
won an $80 gift card for a pair of cus- 
tomized Vans sneakers. 

The Bateman Team has offered sev- 
eral prizes throughout its campaign, 
from a signed Los Angeles Lakers hat 
to a CSULB sweatshirt. Students who 
participate in Saturday’s party pop- 
pers event will have a chance to win 
similar prizes. 

Aguirre said the team already has 
2,000 poppers ready for Saturday’s 
game, but they need more volunteers 
to keep count of people entering the 
Walter Pyramid as well as assign pop- 
pers at the event. 

The Bateman Case Study Competi- 
tion will come to a close at the end of 
February, and the Bateman Team is do- 
ing all they can to bring the trophy back 
to CSULB. Vaca said she hopes students 
will come out and help support the team. 

“Working with the Pyramid to set 
up this event has been great, but we 
need a lot of people to participate if 
we are going to succeed,” she said. 
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New Dragon Boat team paddles into The Beach 


The team hopes to 
compete against other 
established teams. 


By CyntTui1A MAULEON 
Contributing Writer 


Every Saturday and Sunday morning, 
a fleet of dragon boats launches from 
Mother’s Beach and laps the Alamitos 
Bay for upwards of two hours. 

Now, one of those boats officially 
represents Cal State Long Beach. 

The CSULB Dragon Boat team is 
the newest recreational sports team on 
campus, and team captain Curtis Guinn 
said they’re already looking to establish 
themselves as a player in the region. 

“This season, the goal is to make a 
name for ourselves,’ Guinn said. “We 
will be going up against more estab- 
lished schools, and we want to get 
CSULB up there.” 

The sport, which is practiced world- 
wide, has its roots in a folk ritual prac- 
ticed throughout southern China for 
the past 2,000 years, according to the 
Long Beach Dragon Boat Festival web- 
site. 

Dragon boating requires 20 paddlers, 
a caller and a drummer all working to- 
gether in a race that usually lasts about 
two minutes, said Monica Sanrindo, 
president of the Dragon Boat team. 


Guinn, who has been paddling for 
five years and won third place with a 
team that raced in China in June, stands 
at the front of the boat and gives com- 
mands and advice to rowers. 

Sanrindo stands at the back and 
steers the boat with an oar. 

“[{Dragon boating] encompasses the 
elements of power, speed, synchroniza- 
tion and endurance,” Sanrindo said. 

Sanrindo said all students, whether 
they have paddling experience or not, 


are encouraged to join the team. 

“It’s really fun once you get into it 
and feel the boat moving with every 
single one of us hitting all together,” 
Sanrindo said. “It’s such a great feeling, 
and I honestly can say I fell in love with 
the sport.” 

The team is training for three big 
races this spring: Baby Long Beach, Big 
Long Beach and College Cup, Sanrindo 
said. 

College Cup will be the biggest 


on Sunday. 


race for the CSULB team. They will 
race against established teams such as 
UCLA, UC Berkeley and UC Irvine at 
Lake Merced, according to Sanrindo. 

The team practices every Saturday 
and Sunday with dragon boat teams 
from others schools from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m, at Mother’s Beach in Long 
Beach. 

Eric Doo, a transfer student from San 
Francisco, said he has been paddling for 
three years and just recently discovered 
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Left: Junior accounting major Shaheen 
Ainpour, left, and Dragon boat team members 
lift their boat into the water at Mother's Beach 


Above: Senior accounting major Rahmel 
Honculada, right, paddles with teammates 
during a practice on Alamitos Bay. 


the CSULB team. 

“T was planning on joining a UCLA 
or UC Irvine team, and then I wondered 
if Long Beach had a team,” Doo, who 
was among the few attendees at the 
team’s first meeting, said. 

He said a Facebook search led him to 
CSULB’s team. 

For more information about the 
Dragon Boat Team, visit their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/csulb- 
dragonboat. 


Cal State Long Beach alumnus’ art gallery generates buzz 


Garry Booth’s gallery 
exhibit features local 
artists. 


By JASMINE WINDSOR 
Contributing Writer 


More than a dozen people attended 
an intimate opening of Cal State Long 
Beach alumnus Garry Booth’s “Back 
Room” exhibit at the Phone Booth Gal- 
lery Saturday. 

The exhibit featured art pieces rang- 
ing from oil paintings and illustrations 
to Star Wars woodcarvings from local 
artists. 

Booth, who has always been inter- 
ested in galleries, said he founded the 
Phone Booth Gallery in April 2008 af- 
ter graduating from CSULB’s School of 


Art in 2007. The gallery first migrated 
throughout Southern California but 
is now located on Broadway in Long 
Beach, according to the gallery’s web- 
site. 

He said that his experience of work- 
ing ina gallery while in college allowed 
him to put together shows with his artist 
friends. 

Booth, who solely funded his proj- 
ect, said that before creating the Phone 
Booth Gallery, he would do “pop-up” 
shows where he would display his art- 
work in different locations. 

“T was straight out of college [when 
I started the Phone Booth Gallery] 
and I had no money,” Booth said. 
“The first years of any business aren’t 
that profitable, and that was the case. 
Every single profit we made from 
the gallery was put back into it to do 
something crazier.” 

Even though Booth is an artist him- 
self, he said he prefers to showcase other 
artists’ work. 


“In the beginning, I featured a little 
bit of my art, but I felt that it made more 
sense to just show other people’s art,” 
Booth said. “It’s easier to talk about 
other people’s art.” 

Booth said he also likes to act as the 
“intermediary” when it comes to show- 
casing other artists. 

“T like helping artists, especially 
emerging artists,’ Booth said. “That’s 
what the gallery is known for.” 

Every group show at Booth’s gal- 
lery features CSULB alumni, many 
of whom he said he’s kept in touch 
with over the years, such as alumnus 
Ryan Milner, who Booth met in high 
school. 

Milner said Booth offers local artists 
the opportunity to showcase their work. 

“T thoroughly enjoy working with 
[Booth] ... He is incredibly profession- 
al and, even more, an incredible artist,” 
Milner said. 

Rubi Gonzalez, a kinesiology major 
at CSULB, said she was impressed by 
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Art gallery attendees view art at the Back Room exhibit on Saturday. 


the exhibit and the creative artwork fea- 
tured in the gallery. 
The Phone Booth Gallery will cel- 


ebrate its sixth anniversary on April 5. 
The gallery will showcase six-by-six art 
pieces by various artists. 
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OUR VIEW: STUDENTS SHOULD VOTE FOR ASI FEE INCREASE 


n Feb. 26 and 27, the 

Cal State Long Beach 

student body will receive 
an Associated Students Inc. special 
election ballot via email. 

Students will have a chance to vote 
on the proposed $16 ASI fee increase 
that would raise the current fee of $44 
per semester to $60. 

ASI President John Haberstroh 
and ASI Vice President Jonathon 
Bolin spoke to students about the fee 
increase at a Town Hall meeting at the 
Nugget Grill and Pub last Tuesday. 

The last time the ASI fee was 
raised was in 2001. Taking into ac- 
count the rate of inflation, a rocky 
economy and a series of budget cuts 
to the Cal State University system, 
the ASI fee staying steady at a $44 
per semester for more than a decade 
is rather impressive. 

After all, CSULB’s ASI fee is the 
third lowest in the CSU system. 

During the meeting, Bolin tried to 
put the fee in perspective by offering 
students an example of how easily $16 
can be spent. 

“Tf you look at it, $16 may look like 
a lot but really, it’s like three beers or 
four Starbucks coffees [or] a tenth of a 
textbook,” Bolin said. 

While some students may feel weary 
about the proposed fee increase, we 
think it’s necessary. 

If passed, ASI plans to use the 
additional funding generated by the 
fee incréase towards renovating the 
Soroptomist House, the Isabel Pat- 


terson Child Development Center 
and possibly creating a 24-hour study 
center, among other things. 

Considering how long it has been 
since the last fee increase, $16 is more 
than reasonable. 

What does concern us, however, 
is the number of students who will 
actually participate in the special 
election and, of those students, how 
many will make an educated deci- 
sion. 

Although the outcome is based on 
the majority of students who vote, 
we fear some may automatically vote 
against it without knowing the details, 
solely because it’s a fee increase. 

Without the momentum of a 
full-fledged ASI campaign, we’re 
concerned students will not be aware 
of the special election, considering 
the small percentage of students who 
have voted in previous ASI general 
elections. 

The ASI elections in March saw a 
record turnout of student voters with 
6,488 students participating. But even 
then, it was still less than 20 percent of 
the student body. 

Although students may not see 
immediate results from the increase, 
it will benefit future CSULB students, 
the campus and community as a 
whole. 

We hope students will keep an eye 
out for that special election ballot 
and take the time to learn about the 
proposed increase, so they can make 
an informed decision when they 
vote. 


Politicians must work together to solve the CA drought crisis 


By Nick CHAVEZ 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


On Jan. 17, Gov. Jerry Brown 
declared that California is in a state of 
drought emergency. 

According to NBC and the Los 
Angeles Times, Brown stated that 
this was “perhaps the worst drought 
California has ever seen since re- 
cords [from] about 100 years ago.” 

Brown went on the say that while 
there was little that could be done 
about the drought, the state could pre- 
pare for the consequences that may oc- 
cur. Such preparations would include 
Californians cutting back water use 
by at least 20 percent until the drought 
passes. 


There has not been cooperation in 
Sacramento about how to deal with 
the drought. Both parties are caught 
in a political tug-of-war, failing to 
compromise as each side tries to get 
its way. 

According to an article in the LA 
Times, Republicans have been trying 
to use the drought to their advantage. 
They blame the Democrats’ environ- 
mental policy to redirect millions of 
gallons of water to protect endangered 
species of fish. 

The Republicans hope that by do- 
ing so, they can gain new voters in 
California, a Democratic state. 

In a recent visit to Bakersfield, 
Speaker of the House, John Boehner, 
said, “How you can favor fish over 
people is something that people from 
my part of the world never under- 
stand.” 


Boehner said that he would try to 
influence Congress to pass legisla- 
tion to redirect water to farmers. 
instead. ; 

But Republicans are not the only 
ones to blame for this lack of biparti- 
sanship amid this crisis. 

The Democratic Party, led under 
Brown, has made some questionable 
decisions in how to deal with the 
crisis. 

According to CBS Sacramento, 
Brown is resisting the Republican sup- 
ported bill House Resolution 3964. If 
passed, the bill would pump more wa- 
ter from the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta to farmers and would establish 
a committee that would focus on the 
drought crisis. 

Brown said that he finds such 
congressional intervention to be an 
“unwelcome and divisive intru- 


sion.” According to CBS Sacra- 
mento, Brown has instructed all 
California congressional repre- 
-sentatives in an official:letter to” — 
oppose the bill when it comes up — 
for debate. : 

Brown wrote in the letter, “It ' 
would override state laws and pro- 
tections, and mandate that certain 
water interests come out ahead of 
others.” He also wrote, “It falsely 
suggests the promise of water relief 
when that is simply not possible 
given the scarcity of water sup- 
plies.” , As 

This resistance may also stem from 
fear that the bill’s passage could make 
Republicans look more favorable in 
California, possibly compromising the 
Democrat’s political power. 

Using this crisis that can affect the 
lives of countless people in such a way 


is despicable. This drought is bigger 
than any political agenda. 
According to Reuters, it is expected 


* that in California about 400,000 to 


500,000 acres of cropland will be left 
unused or fallow this season because 


~ of the‘lack of water. 


California produces roughly half 
the country’s fruits and vegetables. A 
drought could have serious economic 
ramifications across the entire country. 

While it is still too early to tell 
how bad the damage will be, Execu- 
tive Director of the California Farm 
Water Coalition, Mike Wade, said that 
it might result in farmers declaring 
bankruptcy. 

The parties need to put this competi- 
tion for voters aside for the greater 
good of California. There is too much 
at stake right now to be playing 
politics. 
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AT&T takes a stand for human equality at the Olympics 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Contributing Writer 


The 21st century is dominated by 
technology, even in the realm of hu- 
man rights. And its a tech company, 
AT&T, that is leading the movement 
for equality in the 2014 Winter Olym- 
pics in Sochi, Russia. 

That’s right. It’s AT&T, not the Hu- 
man Rights Watch, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) or the U.S. 

_ Olympic Committee itself. AT&T was 
the first U.S. company to oppose a 
discriminatory Russian law in an official 
statement. 

Last June, Russian President Vlad- 
mir Putin signed an official ban on gay 
“propaganda” just months before the 
entire international athletic community 
would show up for the greatest sport- 
ing competition in the world. What did 
the U.S. do to stop this law? 

According to Minky Worden, di- 
rector of global initiatives for Human 
Rights Watch, the U.S. kept track of 
the law all the way “up through the 
legislative system” until its passage. 
In other words, not much. 

AT&T rose to the occasion, 
though, publicly stating its opposi- 
tion to the ban, which made it the 
first American company to do so. 


Scaedianieaienieneietinciananmaananiaannumaniiiecens 


Is this a publicity stunt for the tele- 
communications company? Data pro- 
vided by Fierce Telecom and Strategy 
Analytics suggests that assumption to 
be unlikely. According to these groups, 
AT&T has consistently ranked second 
in total subscribers, behind Verizon for 


the past several quarters. 

In the days following AT&T’s state- 
ment, there have been more companies 
taking a similar position. This could be 
in response to the large protest groups 
in cities around the world, demand- 
ing that the international community 
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respond to the Russian law. 
Many are wondering why the IOC 
sponsors are not part of this effort. 
McDonald’s, Coca-Cola, and other 
top IOC sponsors have responded 
cautiously by taking a stand against 
discrimination of any kind, but failing 
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to refer to Putin’s law directly. 

Google made a minor change to its 
search page logo with a rainbow-colored 
graphic, which supposedly coincides 
with other organization’s pro-gay efforts. 

Why is the international community 
still so scared to stand up to Russia? 
Maybe, if there had been a stronger 
response, the discriminatory law could 
have been prevented. 

The law violates the Olympic Charter 
and, as the world has seen in the past, 
the right entities can have monumental 
impact on Olympic host countries in 
terms of preventing these kinds of viola- 
tions. Worden points to the South Korean 
games of 1988 as an example of positive 
change brought about by the sway of 
Olympic stakeholders. 

“We know that the transition to de- 
mocracy was actually jump-started by 
the International Olympic Committee 
and the U.S. weighing in very heavily 
behind the scenes and pressuring the 
military government to hold elections 
before the Olympics,” Worden said in a 
Huffington Post story. 

It would be nice to hear from the 
IOC or any international leaders 
on this issue. It isn’t enough to 
“respond” by releasing a statement 
against discrimination. This is a 
specific law that should have been 
responded to directly last year; the 
least we can do now is to come out 
and admit we missed our chance. 
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Chocolate floods the streets of Belmont Shore 


On Second Street, chocolate lovers seek pink 
tickets instead of golden ones. 


By Mary HANSON 
Contributing Writer 


The clouds cleared Saturday and the 
streets of Belmont Shore filled with 
sunshine and the sweet smell of choco- 
late as Long Beach locals took to the 
streets for the 10th annual Chocolate 
Festival. 

Local families, friends and couples 
walked up and down Second Street, 
eating all types of chocolaty treats that 
attendees purchased with tickets that 
came by the dozen in $10 booklets. 
Aside from indulging in chocolate, at- 
tendees enjoyed live music and cultural 
dancing. 

According to Dede Rossi, the execu- 
tive director of Belmont Shore’s Busi- 
ness Association, the event’s main goal 
is to “bring people to the streets and 
support local businesses.” 

Rossi said the event allows each busi- 
ness to promote their stores and show 
Long Beach residents the goods they 
have to offer. Sixty cents of each dollar 
from the ticket sales went directly back 
to the businesses. 

This year, 33 businesses participated 
and each made their own unique des- 
serts. 

Lines.were.out.the door-at.BJ’s Grill, as 
people waited for a soft warm chocolate 
cookie with a small scoop of chocolate ice 
cream”on-top, also-known:as-a Pazookie, 
which seemed to be a favorite. 

Of course, another crowd favorite 
was the Rocky Mountain Chocolate 
Factory, which had a variety of sweets 
such as strawberries dipped in choco- 
late, a caramel apple dressed up as an 
apple pie, cheesecake and even choco- 
late covered bacon. 

La Creperie Café filled the air with 


powdered sugar as they sprinkled a 
chocolate crepe filled with strawber- 
ries swimming in warm chocolate 
syrup and whipped cream. There was 
no doubt that the participants left with 
bellies full of sugary happiness. 

Two locals, 12-year-old Jacob Jabei- 
li, third-time attendee, and his buddy 
Ethan Maass enjoyed the day with 
their family as they sat on the curb 
slurping up their chocolate smoothies 
from Jamba Juice. After a few minutes 
of hard contemplating, they decided 
that their favorite treat was the creamy, 
rich sorbet from Paradis ice cream par- 
lor. 

Stacey Lovebridge, an 11-year Long 
Beach resident who visited the Choco- 
late Festival for the first time, said 
she took her family out to indulge in 
the famous Pazookie from BJ’s Grill, 
chocolate chip cookies and chocolate 
covered Twinkies from Rocky. Moun- 
tain. 

Not only were people able to walk 
around and satisfy their cravings, but 
other events took place in the midst of 
the chocolate affair, including a dessert 
contest. 

The contest was held under a tent, 
where participants submitted their cre- 
ations beforehand in hopes of receiving 
a gold trophy. From mocha cupcakes 
decorated in chocolate frosting to sim- 
ple chocolate chip, cookies, the judging 
was based on presentation, originality 
and taste. 

Guests were.also..invited..by. Hoff’s 
Hut to stuff their faces in a Chocolate 
Pie eating contest or attend a Chocolate 
Chip Pancake breakfast by Simmzy’s, 
Peet’s Coffee & Naturewel at 9 a.m. be- 
fore the festivities. 

With Valentine’s Day less than a 
week away, the Belmont Shore Choco- 
late Festival was a great way to fill the 
air with love. 


Anthony Almaz of La 
Creperie, above, is 
covered in powdered 
sugar as he prepares 
and serves chocolate 
crepes for the cost 
of three pink tickets, 
left. 
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The Underground Music Society uncovered 


UMS expands its 
reach beyond 
campus borders. 


By MEAGAN MEYLOR 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach’s Under- 
ground Music Society hosted an- 
other acoustic show at the Royal 
Cup Cafe Saturday night, their first 
off-campus show since officially be- 
coming a club in 2013. 

Guests packed into the Listen- 
ing Room, a venue in the back of 
the coffee shop used as a space for 
artists to put their talents on display. 

Although this was one of the first 
off-campus events hosted by UMS, 
attendance was not an issue as music- 
lovers filled practically every seat. 

Local artists Justin Mitchell, Sa- 
sha Pyslarash, Jeffrey Allen, Miguel 
Esquiviel, Mike Sanjuan and King 
Satan each performed an acoustic set, 
showcasing genres ranging from folk 
rock to ‘60s rock n’ roll to hip hop. 

Each of the artists played at least one 
cover, such as Allen’s performance of 
Cat Stevens songs and Esquiviel’s cov- 
er of one of his favorite hip-hop songs, 
“Hey Ya!’ by OutKast. 

UMS club member Amanda 
Dominguez-Chio said she enjoyed the 
song choices made by the performers. 

“Tt was by far my favorite acous- 
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The back of the Royal Cup Cafe comfortably accommodates 
the unique bands and their fans. 


tic show hosted by UMS because all 
of the performers at one point played 
covers,” she said. “My favorite part of 
the show would be when the musicians 
covered ‘Falling Slowly’ and ‘Wild 
World.” 

UMS Secretary Will Torres hosted 
the event by introducing each of the 
performers and speaking in between 
sets. Torres expressed that UMS has 
existed for three semesters and that 
they have just become an official on- 
campus club. On their Facebook page, 
UMS articulates their mission. 

“To positively influence [CSULB] 
culture by bringing low-cost, all-ages 
live music events to the campus ... 
uniting student musicians, artists and 
music lovers; and by promoting local 


concerts and shows.” 

Club members emphasized that 
the group is not meant solely for 
musicians, but as a group dedicated 
to tapping into the rich music scene 
on campus and in the community. 

The society is still trying to gain 
popularity and bring CSULB’s mu- 
sic lovers together for more low-cost 
shows. 

Torres explained that they will 
be hosting more shows like the 
acoustic event, as well as amplified 
shows, in the future. 

UMS president Daniel Speer said 
there will be another show at the Royal 
Cup Cafe next month, as well as one 
on campus at the Nugget Grill and Pub 
on Feb. 20. 


EYE CARE BYERS Ja0/-\l 


for STUDENTS 
INCLUDES: 
EAP OPTOMETRY EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


6541 E. SPRING ST. OR 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 EYE EXAM + 
562.496.3365 1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


EapOptometry.com OF 
20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.) “A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). Avalid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 
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Womens Basketball, 


49ers respond from loss to UCI with British Night win over UCR 


Raven Benton comes off 
the bench to lead LBSU 
past the Highlanders. 


By MicHAet Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball team split their games against 
UC Irvine and UC Riverside, falling at 
UCI 78-58 on Thursday before defeat- 
ing the Highlanders at the Walter Pyra- 
mid, 65-52. 

Both games featured slow starts out 
of the gate, with the 49ers not hitting 
double figures until the five-minute 
mark against the Anteaters. On Satur- 
day, both teams managed to score just 
five points in the first seven minutes of 
play. 

But while LBSU was unable to re- 
cover from their slow start on Thursday, 
freshmen Raven Benton and Anna Kim 
made sure the same couldn’t be said on 
British Night. 

“Raven Benton did a really nice job,” 
head coach Jody Wynn said. “She got 
frustrated at times, but she got offensive 
rebounds and did a good job of control- 
ling the glass. She finished around the 
rim really well, which then made her 
relax in terms of her perimeter game.” 


Ella Clark (10) dribbles around UC Riverside’s Kiara Harewood during the 49ers’ win on Saturday. 


Benton led the way with 19 points, 15 
of which were scored in the first half. 
Benton underperformed on Thursday 
and was brought in off the bench Sat- 


urday. 


“Tonight we started the players who 
got the most rebounds on Thursday,” 


Wynn said. 


That gave The Beach a starting 
lineup of Kim, Jade Wilson, Madison 


and not get a quick foul in the first min- 
ute like she has been getting recently,” 
Wynn said. 

The Big West’s most efficient scorer 
said she hasn’t started off games how 
she’d like. 

“The last few games I started off cold, 
so when I was on the bench, I wanted to 
come out and try to give some energy,” 
Benton said. “I dove for a loose ball and 
that really got me going.” 

While Benton was the reason for the 
49ers’ success early on, Kim played just 
as important of a role in the second half, 
scoring 9 of her 12 points in that period. 
Kim was 4-for-6 on the night and 3-of-3 
from downtown. 

The Beach worked a 10-point cush- 
ion for much of the second half, using 
a 12-4 run to make it 15 with 1:08 left 
before handing UCR their 18th loss of 
the season and ninth straight to a Big 
West opponent. 

UCR guard Brittany Crain, the Big 
West’s second-highest scorer, managed 
to register a game-high 20 points on 
7-for-20 shooting. 

Spargo and Montgomery each scored 
10 and grabbed five boards a piece. 

The next two games will be spent,on 
the road as The Beach travels to Santa 
Barbara on Thursday, followed by a Sat- 
urday afternoon game at reigning Big 
West champ Cal Poly. In their previous 
meeting, the 49ers lost to the Mustangs 
in double overtime, 107-102. 
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Montgomery, Hallie Meneses and Lau- 
ren Spargo. But Benton also came off 
the bench for different reasons. 

“We brought Raven [Benton] in off 
the bench so she could watch the game 
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to turn around and get ourselves ready 
to go.” 

The 49ers would do just that, defeat- 
ing Santa Clara with a convincing 8-0 
victory. 

“T loved how they bounced back,” 
Sowder said. “This is a good team, and 
I don’t think the score of the first game 
indicated, you know, it just got away 
from us.” 

Senior Sarah Carrasco, who went 2 
for 2 against Kentucky, was very posi- 
tive after the double header. 

“We may have lost to Kentucky, 
but we still get to compete at this 
level, and it’s only our first game,” 
she said. “We have nowhere to go but 


up.” 

The Mizuno Invitational would 
continue the following day, where the 
49ers would again be victorious 8-0, 
this time against George Washington. 
Three 49ers had multi-hit games, and 
senior Karli Sandoval added a mam- 
moth home run. 

“Always the-expectation is to win,” 
Sandoval said. “I was just like, ‘Base 
hit, base hit, base hit” and then it was 
a home run, and I was like, ‘Oh, that’s 
nicer; 

The 49ers would not find much 
success the following game against 
Kent State in a 3-2 loss. With the 
game tied and runners on the cor- 
ners in the bottom of the fifth, Kent 
State was able to execute a success- 
ful double steal, leading to the game- 
winning run. 


“Tt’s a tough play to execute in that 
situation,” Sowder said. 
The 49ers. would rebound in_a 


big way in their last game of the 


tournament. Down 6-1 in the bot- 
tom of the fifth, the 49ers exploded 
for six runs. Home runs from Sarah 
Carrasco and junior Ashley Holmes 
powered the LBSU comeback. The 
49ers would eventually win 9-7 to 
improve to 3-2 on the season. 

“T think it was a good weekend of 
learning,” Sowder said. “I don’t think 
we played our best, but it was definitely 
a nice win today to come back and fin- 
ish the tournament like that.” 

The 49ers will now prepare for their 
next tournament, the Easton Desert 
Classic in Las Vegas. LBSU’s first 
games will be played against Ohio 
State and Utah Valley on Friday. 
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Karolina Rozenburg squares up the ball during a match against 
San Jose State on Satuday. The 49ers went on to win 5-2. 
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27 LEGAL SERVICES 


Legal Concerns? On-Campus 
consultation with private 
attorney (562)481-5884 
Michael Lindley Esq. 


18575 - 5.23.14 


54 Apts. FOR RENT 


$1050-$1095 2Bd/2Ba Apts W/PRKNG 
See www.NicksRentals.com for 
Pics & Info. Or call 310-316-4273 


18572 - 2.27.14 


‘54 Apts. FOR RENT 


Small Studio Apt. Very Cute & 
Clean. Full Kitchen. Furnished w/ 
bed, TV, kitchen table & chairs 
$695/month Available Now! 
(714)417-1010 


18576 - 2.19.14 


SUMMER DAY 
CAMP JOBS 


Southern California 


Swimming, horses, crafts, 


beaches, sports, archery, 
ropes courses, hiking, & 
more! 


www.DayCampJobs.com 


BECOME AN EGG DONOR 
(Asian Egg Donors in high demand!) 
Help create families, compensation is 
generous. Seeking reliable, healthy, 
women age 21-30. 

Call today! (877) 492-7411 or visit 
www.westcoasteggdonation.com 


Show your support for 


[x] 0 
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Purchase now at SSPA 010B Daily 49er Office - (562)985-5736 
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Anteaters eat away at 49ers’ Big West title hopes 


Long Beach State 
loses to UC Irvine but 
defeats UC Riverside 
two days later. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


IRVINE — For about 30 minutes, it 
looked like the Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team would hold on for a win 
over conference title favorite UC Irvine 
at the Anteaters’ Bren Events Center. 

The final 10 minutes. didn’t go the 
49ers’ way, though, and UCI erased a 
five-point deficit on its ay to a 61-59 
win. 

Two days later, LBSU got back to its 


winning ways, taking down UC River- - 


side, 88-76, on the road. 

The 49ers (10-13, 6-3 Big West) start- 
ed their weekend faced with the task of 
taking down the Anteaters (16-9, 7-2 
Big West) on their home court. With the 
rivals tied for first place in the Big West, 
the game promised to be a battle. It 
lived up to the hype, as LBSU and UCI 
went back-and-forth all the way through 
the first half. 

Thanks to 10 points by Dan Jennings, 
the 49ers and Anteaters went into the 
locker room tied at 31. 

It was more of the same in the second 
half, as neither team could get separa- 
tion for the first 10 minutes. 

It wasn’t until the 9:31 mark that the 
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Mike Caffey (5) shoots over UC Irvine's 7-foot-6 Mamadou Ndiaye. 


49ers had a two-possession lead, as a la- 
yup by A.J. Spencer put them up 49-44 
for their biggest lead of the game. 

The celebration was_ short-lived, 
though, as the 49er offense hit a lull, 


thanks in part to 7-foot-6 UCI center 
Mamadou Ndiaye. Ndiaye got blocks 
on consecutive LBSU possessions, part 
of a defensive effort that earned him a 
conference record 11 blocks. 


Friends Helping Friends Workshops 


Attend a FREE workshop and learn how to help someone who may 
be in need of mental health suRpet 


Tuesday, February 11, 2014 3 
2:00pm to 4:00pm 
USU Room 305 


Eating Disorde: : 


Tuesday, February 18, 2014. 
12:30pm to 2:30pm 
USU Room 305 


Tuesday, February 25, 2014 


12:30pm to 2:30pm 


CAPS Conference Rm BH 226 — 


Space is limited. RSVP online: www.csulb.edu/ ocean 


Project OCEAN is funded by the voter approved Mental Health Services Act, Prop 63. It is one of several Prevention 
and Early Intervention (PEI) Initiatives implemented by the California Mental Health Services Authority (CalMHSA), 
ah organization of county governments working to improve mental health outcomes for individuals, families, and 
communities, CalMHSA operates services and education programs on a statewide, regional and local basis. 


It wasn’t long before the UCI offense 
got going as well. The Anteaters went 
on a 12-0 run over the next three min- 
utes, erasing the 49ers’ five-point lead 
and giving them a seven-point deficit 
instead. 

“We didn’t execute very good in the 
last eight minutes,’ head coach Dan 
Monson said. “We got very tentative 
against the zone and didn’t attack.” 

LBSU got back into it over the last 
five minutes, working the score back to 
58-57 in favor of UCI with 1:24 to go. 

The Anteaters’ Luke Nelson added 
to an already spectacular game, though, 
hitting a clutch jumper on his way to a 
game-high and career-high 28 points. 

Despite having a couple chances 
to make up the difference, the 49ers 
couldn’t tie the game and force over- 
time. A 3-point attempt by Tyler Lamb 
at the buzzer bounced off the rim, leav- 
ing the 49ers with 61-58 loss. 

LBSU has now lost both regular 
season games to the Anteaters but by a 
combined five points. 

“If we play them in the tournament, 
it bodes to be two pretty even teams,” 
Monson said. 

Two days later, the 49ers traveled to 
Riverside to face the Highlanders (8-15, 
3-6 Big West). They got out to a com- 
fortable lead early and held onto it for 
most of the game. 

The only scare came with 8:27 to 
go, as a jumper by UCR’s Chris Patton 
made it 69-66. The 49ers then went ona 
10-0 run, though, putting the Highland- 
ers away for good. 

Next up for the 49ers is a homestand 
against UC Santa Barbara and Cal Poly. 


Softball 


LBSU wins 
three of five 
in opening 
tournament 


The 49ers finish the 
tournament witha 
comeback win. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Contributing Writer 


An impressive comeback against 
Kent State helped the Long Beach 
State softball team cap off a suc- 
cessful five-game run in the Mizu- 
no Invitational at the 49er Softball 
Complex. 

The 49ers began their season on 
Thursday with a 10-0 loss against 
the No. 12 team in the country, Ken- 
tucky. It was a rough first start for 
senior pitcher Erin Jones-Wesley, a 
first team All-Big West selection last 
year. Jones-Wesley lasted only three 
innings, giving up seven earned runs 
on eight hits. 

“There’s just a lot more offense, I 
think, nowadays,’ head coach Kim 
Sowder said. 

With the 49ers set to play the sec- 
ond game of a double header against 
Santa Clara, Sowder said she thought 
it was important to move on quickly 
after a loss. 

“T basically told [the team] that’s 
the way the game goes, and with this 
game, you have to have a short mem- 
ory,’ she said. “We have 15 minutes 
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Men’s Basketball 
THURSDAY 

Long Beach State 
UC Irvine 


SATURDAY 
Long Beach State 
UC Riverside 


Women’s Basketball 
THURSDAY 

Long Beach State 

UC Irvine 


SATURDAY 
UC Riverside 
Long Beach State 


Softball 
THURSDAY 
Kentucky 

Long Beach State 


Santa Clara 
Long Beach State 


FRIDAY 
George Washington 
Long Beach State 


SATURDAY 
Kent State 
Long Beach State 


SUNDAY 
Kent State 
Long Beach State 


Women’s Water Polo 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 

UC Davis 


Long Beach State 
UC Irvine 


SUNDAY 
Long Beach State 
UC San Diego 


Long Beach State 
Cal State Northridge 


Women’s Tennis 
FRIDAY 

Loyola Marymount 
Long Beach State 


SATURDAY 
San Jose State 
Long Beach State 


MEDAL STANDINGS 
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WINTER OLYMPICS 


Netherlands 


United States 


Canada 


Russia 


Austria 


Sweden 


Czech Republic 


Italy 


Germany 


Poland 


Switzerland 


Slovakia 


Finland 


Slovenia 


Great Britain 
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Ukraine 


